FRUSTRATED by the government's failure to meet its treaty obligations, on August 18, 1862, the Mdewakanton band of the eastern Dakota attacked the small community of traders and government employees residing near the Redwood Agency on the Minnesota River. In the next few weeks the "Great Sioux Uprising' spread along the Minnesota River Valley, and before federal troops and local militia units combined eventually to suppress the hostilities, some 500 people, both Indian and white, lost their lives-although contemporary reports estimated as many as 3,000. In the aftermath, embittered settlers tried, convicted, and sentenced to death 303 Dakota warriors whom they accused of committing a variety of crimes during these weeks. At President Abraham Lincoln's request, federal officials intervened, reviewed the judicial procedures, and finally ruled that only 39 of the condemned Indians had committed crimes that warranted their execution. All but one of these hapless souls (he was given a reprieve) were hanged at a mass execution at Mankato on December 28, 1862. The remaining Indian prisoners were sent to a prison camp at Davenport, Iowa. Their families were exiled to a reservation on Crow Creek in southeastern Dakota Territory.
The events associated with this '"uprising" have long attracted the attention of scholars who focus on American Indian policy, and the mditary encounters and the accounts of white participants have been the subject of considerable inquiry by historians interested in state and local history in Minnesota. Indeed, many of the accounts by federal officials, missionaries, or white settlers have been published by local newspapers or the Minnesota Historical Society, but this volume is the first attempt to collect, edit, and publish the accounts of Indian observers or participants.
The editors of this volume have done an excellent job. Their introduction discusses the background for these events and places them in a meaningful historical perspective. The accounts are arranged in chapters according to the general nature of their subject matter ("'Causes of the Dakota War of 1862," ""The Batdes," '"The Flight North and the Emergence of the Peace Party," etc.), and the individual accounts or narratives are preceded with a short biographical sketch of the narrator. Endnotes follow each chapter, and the volume features excellent maps and photographs. Obviously both Anderson and Woolworth have considerable expertise in these subjects.
Not surprisingly, many of these eyewitness accounts were collected from mixed-bloods, but the narratives indicate that people of mixed lineage supported both sides. Some, like Gabriel Renville, opposed the attacks, endeavored to end the fighting, and eventually served as a scout for the army. Others, such as George Quinn, joined the attack upon the Redwood Agency, fought in the second battle at Fort Ridgely, and participated in the fight at Wood Lake. Quinn later claimed that he had secured the release of several white prisoners, but eventually he was accused of murder, convicted by the military tribunal, and sentenced to hang. He was given a reprieve and served several years in prison before being released in 1866. He returned to Minnesota and died in 1915. Although the narratives contain vivid descriptions of the fighting, the accounts by those Indians hostile to the United States are guarded in their depictions of the attacks upon the settlements. Since most of these narratives were collected in the decades following the uprising, many of the narrators obviously still feared white retribution. They admit to participating in the battles with the troops, but many of their accounts make little or no mention of the attack upon New Ulm. Moreover, their stories contain considerable detail regarding incidents in which Indians are killed and wounded but remain generally vague when referring to white casualties.
Through Dakota Eyes will be welcomed by scholars focusing upon ethnohistory and by historians interested in the Minnesota frontier. A rich source of primary materials, the volume might be utdized as a supplemental text for classes in historical methodology. It certainly will attract the attention of those historians who have begun to examine the role of mixed-bloods within tribal societies, for the narratives illustrate that the politics of Indian communities are as complex as those of their white neighbors and that the key to unraveling these complexities may lie with the mixed-bloods. mate a.ssociation with the Upper Midwest as a scholar, teacher, and practical consultant in the service of the region's economic development and cultural life. No geographer is more fitted to the task, and none could have written a work with such sustained clarity of view and balance of judgment. This is a book for all those who wish to grasp the full geographical significance of the Upper Midwest as a humanmade region with the American mosaic, fashioned from diverse physical environments and peoples, and constantly challenged to redefine its internal patterns and external relations by forces far wider than those within the power of its inhabitants. While heavily illustrated, this book is no mere coffee-table dandy; in word, map, and picture, it lays out a tight argument for the peculiar shaping the region has undergone over the last century, the reasons behind the outcome, and the consequences this shaping has had for the life and prospects of the region in the late 20th century within a larger American and global setting.
The Upper Midwest for Borchert is that swath of territory tributary to the Twin Cities, including along its outer margins northwestern Wisconsin, the Canadian border from northeastern Minnesota to eastern Montana, most of South Dakota, and several tiers of northern Iowa counties. Most of this ""hinterland" lies west of St. Paul and Minneapolis because the metropolitan influence of Chicago, Kansas City, and Denver limit it to the east and south while none does westward to the Rockies. This region, '"one-tenth of America's land," developed in two broad eras hinging around 1920: an initial phase of white colonization, heavy immigration, and budding up of to-wn networks; and a modern phase of slowed population but accelerated economic growth, rural outmigration, and vigorous reworking of the earlier settlement pattern.
An opening chapter portrays a region bound by human ties, of strong religiosity, seasonal temperature extremes, social and business networks, sports team loyalty and the like, and then shows, with striking aerial photographs, how this has been superimposed on a series of physically contrasting environments-forest belt, cropland corridor, and intervening transition zone-all in a context of larger natural and human forces. Two chapters follow tracing the historical occupation of the region up to the 1920s, in which the spread of population, transportation lines, resource development, and trade centers are charted to account for the essential human geography created in the region initiaUy and still decisive today. Then, two chapters examine change since 1920 in transportation, migration patterns, and the urbanization of work both regionwide and by significant subregions. A sixth chapter relates these larger forces to the evolving internal organization of the area's major cities, from Fairmont, Minnesota, and Billings, Montana, up the urban hierarchy to Duluth-Superior and Minneapolis-St. Paul. A seventh chapter presents a breathtaking discussion of recent change in the national and global economic environment as it affects the region's work patterns and its participation in that wider arena. A closing chapter sums up the economic "scorecard" and what it means for the quality of life of Heartlanders.
Borchert's central theme is one of constant development and transformation, and he stresses the adaptability of the region's people to changing evaluation of internal resources and external forces. Over the course of its history the Upper Midwest has passed from ""empire to neighborhood," and through both turbulence and continuity has persisted remarkably as a region. The perspective is essentiaUy that of an economic geographer, making sense of the functional challenges people have faced in building a life and a region. While the author is detached and judicious in his assessments of the choices made and the results achieved, he is also enthusiastic about what can only be termed a new era of cultural self-confidence that pervades the region and its cultural capital, the Twin Cities.
America's Northern Heartland is a landmark publication for all interested in the Upper Midwest, but it is also a landmark in American regional interpretation. This is modern geographical writing at its best. Decades of systematic scholarly study of regional economic organization, networks of cities, and rural settlement fabric have been distilled in a masterly synthesis of the geographical roots of upper midwestern regional character, written in a direct, informative style with sure judgment, deft illustration, and obvious attachment and understanding for the region and its people. If ever there was an American book that succinctly brings to life the intricate patterns of peoples' adaptation to and creation of place, of spatial strategies in harnessing a territory for viable settlement, and that proves that regions are human artifacts, this book is it. All those keen to know how the grand panorama of history and geography have conspired to shape an important American region should indulge in the pleasure of reading this book. THE GREAT NORTHERN Radway commissioned this history over 30 years ago. Business and economic historians, rail fans, and local historians have long awaited its publication. During the hiatus, the Great Northern ceased separate corporate existence, necessitating even more research to include the company's last decade of activity and to document the merger process that created Buriington Northern Inc. The tinal mandate, to reduce a two-volume work to one of severely limited size, added a final chapter to the saga of producing this volume. The end result wiU disappoint no one. This thoroughly researched, comprehensive history of the corporate entities that formed the Great Northern system is a delight to read, to study, and to enjoy.
Reviewed by MICHAEL P. CONZEN, chairman and projessor oj geography at the University oj Chicago and author oj
The text is divided into two parts: Part I begins with the enfranchisement of the Minneapolis & St. Cloud Radroad Company in 1856 and documents the development of the system up to the death of founder James J. Hill in 1916. Part II chronicles how the successors of the "'Empire Builder' adjusted to changes caused by two world wars, the economic coUapse of the Great Depression, and the emergence of strong labor organizations, continuing governmental regulation, and competition from other modes of transportation. Throughout the entire time span, the authors have covered all aspects of the railroad's organization, development, and operation from composition of the board of directors to analvsis of freight and passenger traffic and from the intricacies of collateral bond sales to the vagaries of political intrigue with Canadian and American collaborators and competitors.
The authors have presented a meticulou.sly researched history, trying to find or develop comparable statistics from one decade to the ne.xt. Extensive graphs and statistical tables chart a myriad of financial data, including such items as operating costs, earnings, mileage, and daily compensation for employees. The special attention paid to the construction of new lines and branches will delight local historians from Minnesota to the Pacific Northwest. Appendixes provide chronological listings of original track-laying and track removal from 1862 to 1969. Throughout the book, maps help clarify and amplify the events described in the text.
This volume should provide the framework for hosts of specialized studies. It is filled with tantalizing paragraphs describing in the briefest of terms the impact of the railroad upon Glacier National Park, the trials of constructing the Cascade Tunnel, and the struggles of E. C. Leedy for agricultural diversification, successful immigrant policies, and land development. Each of these paragraphs discusses issues that deserve fuU monographs. Until now, authors of prospective monographs have lacked the context for depicting how specialized studies fit into the total corporate history of Great Northern. These authors have bridged successfully this void. This reviewer challenges historians to build upon the foundation the authors have put in place.
The authors have given more than just a mere chronology. Analyses of issues, personalities, and administrative styles add another dimension to the volume. Clearly, the personality of James J HiU dominates the book as he did the company; however, the authors emphasize the administration of John and rightly credit him with both foresight and the ability to direct activities toward the merger.
Although clearly well researched and documented, the long production history of this volume has led to difficulties in providing citations. The sources for each chapter are summarized in a narrative that precedes individual footnotes for quotations. Because the James J. Hill Papers and the Great Northern corporate records have both been transferred to archival custody (at the James J. Hill Reference Library and the Minnesota Historical Society, respectively), specific quotations to archival material may be difficult to trace. Though somewhat discouraging, this handicap is not fatal. The three columns of text per page permit easy readability. Page layout and incorporation of more than 200 excellent period photographs within the text combine to form a pleasing appearance.
The accompanying index enhances use of this volume as a reference work. This reviewer, however, would have liked an even more detailed index, especially relating to locations and branch lines. The misspelling of Halstad, Minnesota, in the index (but not in the text) indicates that more attention should have been paid to this important part of the volume. The incorrect spelling of Governor Elmer L. Andersen should not happen in a scholarly work of this magnitude.
Publication of The Great Northern Railway is a milestone. It is one of the most significant volumes on Minnesota history to appear within the last decade. To have done it thoroughly and well, in a scholarly yet interesting way is a tribute to its four authors. WHAT A WEALTH of information Glenda Riley has included in her book on women on the prairie and plains frontier. Information from virtuaUy every secondary source on the subject and from a vast array of primary sources is included. If you want to know about almost any subject concerning frontier women, this book will quickly summarize existing knowledge and, through extensive footnotes, teU you where to go for more. Glenda Riley has performed a great service for readers and scholars by bringing together such a quantity of material. The message of Glenda Riley's book is that women on both the prairies and plains lived primarily domestic lives that were dictated by the birth and raising of children and the maintenance of a home. ""The orientation and the direction of women's lives were forged far more by gender than by region, male pursuits, or era." Indeed, in this reading, women lived primarily outside of history, occupied with the eternal tasks of family and home, little affected by place or time. In one sense this interpretation is very true. Frontier women did have primary responsibility for the domestic side of life and its continuing needs for food, clothing, and the socialization of children. The writing of history is a question of emphasis in interpretation, and the problem is at what point are women who bear and raise children more like or unlike all women who do the same thing in all parts of the world and at all times?
Rdey puts the emphasis on the sameness of women's lives in which their activities are primardy dictated by unchanging gender roles. But the evidence she presents bursts the bonds of the interpretation that she has imposed. In the chapter on employment on the plains she describes women working as teachers in frontier and Indian schools, county school superintendents, missionaries and nurses to Indians, domestic servants and nursemaids; cooks, waitresses, chambermaids "in restaurants, hotels or on large farms and ranches"; boarding-house and hotel proprietors and managers, postmasters, milliners, seamstresses, nurses and midwives; some as skdled typesetters and printers, telegraphers, writers and newspaper reporters; a few as publishers, lawyers, dentists, ministers, and doctors; many as farm laborers, farmers, dairywomen, ranchers and trail hands, and homesteaders. Married women not otherwise employed sold eggs, poultry, baked goods, vegetables, rugs they wove, and clothes they sewed and knitted. History, Winter, 1983) , carelessly attached the label ""definitive" to that book, assuming, no doubt as I did, that the subject had reached a plateau for the time being. I would not have predicted then that Sherman, plus five more scholars devoted to North Dakota's ethnic history, would produce an even larger and more detailed study of the same topic barely five years later. Prairie Mosaic had the virtue of focused perspective that only a single-author effort can achieve, while the new book. Plains Folk, suffers a bit from the committee approach. But Sherman's painstakingly detailed group-bygroup-even family-by-family-approach is nonetheless in evidence in the present volume. The book is a landmark tribute to the people of a state. Its publication on the eve of North Dakota's centennial of statehood ought to stimulate much appreciation that will repay the support given to the project by the North Dakota Humanities Councd and the University of North Dakota. Major ethnic groups were assigned to individual authors. Playford Thorson admirably surveys the Scandinavians, including not only the usual stuff of ethnic history but also detailed studies of achievement (governorship of the state has been Scandinavian in almost half of the years since 1921). The Germans need two chapters: Warren Henke on the Reichsdeutsche and Timothy Kloberdanz on the Volksdeutsche, briefly, German Germans and (mostly) Russian Germans, respectively. Theodore Pedeliski surveys the Slavic peoples (Ukrainians, Poles, Czechs, Bulgarians), and Robert Wilkins delves into the contributions made by the early English, Scottish, Irish, and North American-born migrants to Dakota. Other ethnicities are treated in a final chapter, written by Sherman, under the title ""Special Groups"; these include various minorities who arrived with railroad labor gangs (Japanese, Chinese, Italians, Armenians, and Greeks) plus Syrians, Hollanders, French, Belgians, Gypsies, Blacks, Jews, and Mexicans.
The strongest feature of the book is the inclusion of abundant biographical material and the family album-type snapshots that accompany the text. In keeping with recent trends in ethnic studies, the authors trace their subjects back to the lands from which they came, and these, too, are documented with photographs in some instances. An index with more than 6,500 entries assists the reader in locating descriptions of people, places, and events. North Dakota's history is, to a large extent, the history of its ethnic groups. For that reason it is especially unfortunate that no chapter was included on the Indians of the state. The editors apologize for the omission, mentioning that a separate volume on Indian people is under consideration. Whatever treatment this subject receives in the future will be all to the good, but the strategy of not including native Americans imposes an impossible burden on Robert Wdkins's chapter on the early settlers of the state. Wdkins is forced to lump Yankees, Scots, and Irish together under the questionable heading ""People of the British Isles' ; he makes little mention of the differences between Yankees and Canadians. A book on North Dakota so detailed that it treats Galician Germans, Bohemian Germans, and Moravian Germans as separate groups ought at least to recognize Canadians as separate from Americans. French and Metis setdement is saved for the later section on "Special Groups," as though these people had a minor impact. No clear sense emerges of the influence from north of the border.
The slighting of Canada and the omission of American Indians notwithstanding, this is an enormously useful book. I hesitate to say ""detinitive," for 1 know not of plans that Sherman and his colleagues may have for further volumes. Students of the northern plains eagerly await the fruits of their labors.
Reviewed by JOHN C. HUDSON, projessor oj geography at Northwestern University, who is the author oj Plains Country Towns (J 985).
•NEWS & NOTES A RURAL GOTHIC church, one of those described in the Fall, 1987, issue of this magazine, is the subject of "Bejore the World Conjessed," All Saints Parish, Northjield, and the Community, 1858 -1985 (Northfield, Northfield Historical Society 1987 p., paper, $10). Joan R. Gundersen, author of both the article and the book, has drawn on her training as a historian as well as her experience as an active member of All Saints to produce a thoroughly researched, readable book.
The tide of Chapter 3, "The Church Is the People," conveys the author's point of view, consistent throughout. The individuals who comprise "the people," both lay and clergy, come alive as an integral part of "the community" through brief excerpts from letters and interviews that illuminate the records of formal sources. In the span of 125 years, lay issues-political, economic, and social-have impinged on the day-today church life of All Saints Parish, which has survived concomitant struggles among high-, low-, and broad-church parties, changes in town-and-gown relationships, and revisions of the Book of Common Prayer. The leadership of women is a strong thread throughout the history of All Saints, although only in recent years has this leadership become an official reality.
Sixteen pages of photographs, largely taken between 1869 and 1985, of significant individuals and groups are conveniently placed together midway through the book. Endnotes for each chapter, bibliography, and appendixes are thorough, as is the index, but the general reader, in using the index, will wish for more explicit entries and subentries.
Patricia O. Smylie MINNESOTA historian James M. Youngdale has turned from Midwest Populism, the subject of his two previous books, to a consideration of history itself. Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's express written permission. Users may print, download, or email articles, however, for individual use.
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us.
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory

